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TO 


Mrs. Mary Hind, 


The WIDOW of 
Mr. FOAN HIND. 


Madam, 


NM Compliance with your Deſire, and the Re- 
queſts of ſeveral other Friends, I here preſent 
you with that Diſcourſe in Print; which was 


occaſion d by the much lamented Death of your dear 
Huſband. 


You know, it was ſuggeſted to me, that this plain 


Sermon had done ſome Good, in the Preaching of it, 
and that the Publiſhing 1t mght do more. Which 
are the chief Motives that prevail'd upon me, con- 
trary to mine own Inclination, to ſuffer it to appear, 
in the World; and if further Good may be done by 
it, I ſhall not much Regret, that I have yielded to 
your Deſires upon this Occaſion. 

Madam, I Confeſs, the loſs of an Husband ſo Se- 
rious and Exemplary, and jo Tender and Afectionate 


towards You, muſt needs be very Aflicting: But I 
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The Epiſtle Dedicatory. 
beſeech you, in the midſt of ſo great a Tryal, to con- 


ſider how God hath Temper'd and Allay'd it. He 


hath taken your Huſband out of your Family, but at 
the ſame Time he hath added to it à Son, and pro- 


ſerved your Daughter, at a Time, which ( conſider- 


15 all the Circumſtances) was a Time of great 
anger. 

hus tho one Generation paſſes away, yet ano- 
ther cometh, and herein, God ſeems to deſign a Mi- 
tigation of your Sorrow for what he hath taken a- 
way, by the Conſideration of what he hath left you, 
and given in unto you. 

May the Father of Mercies, and the God of all 
Conſolation cauſe the Comforts of his Holy Spirit 
to abound in you, and mable you, to Hope and 
Perſevere to the End; may he make your Children 
and Relations more and more a Bleſling and a Com- 
fort to you, by the Continuance and Increaſe of their 


dutiful and tender Affection toward you; and may he 


mix all the other Bleſſings that he hath beſtowed 
Plentifully zpon you, with the Teſtimomes of his 
Peculiar Love and Favour, is the Hearty Prayer 
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ur moſt obliged 


and obedient Servant, 


Chriſtopher Taylor. 


A 
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PSALM XXXVII. xxxvii. 


Mark the Perfect Man, and behold 
the Upright, for the end of that 


Man is Peace. 
1 am to ſpeak to you from theſe Words, viz. 

To conclude the Funeral Solemnities of a 
Great and Good Man, who was well known, and 
highly eſteemed, and honoured among us. His 
Soul ( the better Part of him) is returned to 
God, that gave it; his Body hath been with great 
Decency committed to the Ground, in the nudiſt 


of a numerous Attendance of- Relations and 
B Friends, 


Suppoſe pI ou All know upon what Occaſion, I 
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heartily lament his Death : 
good Im- 


provement may be made by us, of this Providence 
and this Portion of Scripture, which I take to be 


To ſuitable thereunto. 


The Words which I have read to you, are part 
of a Pſalm, compoſed by David with a Deſign to 
teach us a chearful Subanſſion,to the Will of God, 


under all Diſpenſations; and the whole Pſalm is 


made up of wife and ferious Obſervations, upon 
the Conduct of God, towards good and evil Men 
by which the Juſtice of Providence, and the equi- 
all the Cxvils which are uſually brought againſt 
them. 

Avd the Method which the Pfalm/# makes Uſe 
of, to ſet this Matter in a clear Light, is to lay 


before us the different Ends of the Godly and the 


In the 2d verſe of the P/alm, he ſhews what is 
the End of the Wicked, viz. to be cut down as 
the Graſs, and to wither as the Green Herb. 
But as for the Righteous that truſt in the Lord, 
and do Good ( that commit the keeping of them- 
ſelves to God in well doing) they ſhall dwell m 
the Land, i. e. themſelves ſhalFtive long and haps 
pily, and fhall increaſe and multiply, and they 
and theirs ſhall be honoured, and bleſſed. So a- 
gain, ver. 10, 11. For yet à little. while, and the 
Wicked pall not be, yea, and thou ſbalt diligently 
conſider his Place, and it ball not be. But the 
meek hall inherit the Earth, and ſpal delight them 
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dance and Plenty, which they. ſhall wjoy them» 
ſelves, and leave to their Poſterity, in Peace, 
And thus the Pſalmiſt goes on, to the Verſe 
juſt before the Text, I haue ſeen the Wicked in 
great Power, ſpreading himſelf like a green Bay 
Tree, at he paſſed away; he was deſtroy'd in a 
trice, and no memorial of him was to be found, 
Then it follows, Mark the perfect Man, &c. 
Now this having been the Pſalmiſts Obſerva- 
tion all along, he lays it down as a Rule that ſel- 
dom or never fails, Mark the perfet Man and be- 
hold the Cpright, for the End of that Man is Peace. 
J. d. Obſerve it while you will, you will ſee, 

devout, ſincere, juſt, merciful Men ( what- 
ever preſſures they may lie under for a Time, yet) 
ſhall obtain a peaceful and an happy En dw. 
: The Words themſelves, contain in them Two 
arts, 


(1.) An Earneſt Admonition to us, to conſider 
Gods Ways and Dealings with good Men, Mark 
and Behold them 1 | Bike 


(2.) An Account of the reſult of our ſerious 
Confideration of them. We ſhall gain an experi- 
mental Proof of the goodneſs of God toward them, 
and find that their End is Peace. too e 


(I.) We have here an Earneſt Admonition to 
confider Gods Ways and Dealings with good Men, 
Mark the perfef Man, aud behold the Upright. 
Here I ſhall ſhew, what ſort of Man, the Perfect 
and the Upright Man * the P/almiſt intends E 
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and what it is for us to conſider, to Mark or Be- 
hold him. And then 1 ſhall ſnew, what the Re- 


ſult of our conſideriug ſuch a Man is like to be, 
or what it ought to be, in the Application. 


(i.) What ſort of Man is the Perfect Man here 
{ſpoken of, and this Negatively and Poſitively, 
\ | 


(1.) Negatively, By a Perfect Man, here is not 
meant, one that is arrived to a ſinleſs Perfection, 
for in this Sence there's no ſuch Man to be found, 
i. e. One that doeth good, and ſinneth not; Eccleſ. 
7. 20. And ſo he that ſeeks after ſuch a Man, 
that he may conſider him, and the Ways of God 
towards him, will certainly loſe his Labour. 
The Apoſtle Paul, who, it may be, went as far 
toward this Perfection as any meer Man, tells us, 
that he had not yet attained, nor was perfect; bur 
this one Thing I do, ys he, Forgetting thoſe things 
which are behind, and reaching forth to the Things 
that are before, I preſs toward the Mark. In this 
Reſpect all of us have need to put up David's Prayer, 
Pſalm 143. 2. Enter not into Judgment with thy 


Servant, O Lord, for in thy fight, ſhall no Man Hi. 


ving be Juſtified. This Perfectiom is to be hoped 

tor, only in the other World, and is part of the 

Happinefs and Glory of the Heavenly State, there 
1 x are made Perfect. 


(2.) Poſitively, And I ſhall deſcribe this Perfe- | 


ction, both with Reſpect to Anowledge, and Pra- 


#lice.. 
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C..) With Reſpect to KnowledFe. (For upon 
the Account of a Mans exact and ſaving Know- 
ledge of God, and the Things of God is he in 
Scripture called Perfect.) See 1 Cor. 2. 6. We 
ſpeak Wijdom among them that are Perfect, yet not 
the Wiſdom of the World, &c. But the Wiſdom 
of God in a Myſtery, &c. We ſpeak the great 
Things of God, Things that were hid from Ages 
and Generations, to thoſe that are er ave? . 
to thoſe that are well · grounded and inſtructed in 
the Chriſtian Faith. This hidden Wiſdom is the 
ſtrong Meat, which was thought by the Apoſtle, 
to be proper Food for them only, that were of 
full Age or Perfect; Heb. 5. 14. There is Milk 
appointed for thoſe that are but Babes in Chriſt, 
for ſuch as are unskilful in the Word of Righte- 
ouſneſs, who have need to be taught the Fir/ 
Principles of the Oracles of God ; and there is 
ſtrong Meat for thoſe that are arrived to ſome 
Maturity and Perfection: And the Apoſtle being 
about to write unto the Hebrews, ſome of theſe 
great Myſteries, introduces them with this Pre- 
face, Heb. 6. 1. Therefore leaving the Principles. 
of the Doctrine of Chrijt, let us go on unto Perfe- 

ion, that ſo you may have a clear Knowledge of 
the great and more hidden Things of God: g. d. I 
am now about to diſcover to you, that Divine 
Wiſdom and Knowledge, which will make you. 
Perfect, thoroughly furniſh'd for every good. 


Work. | 
So that according to this Notion. of Perfection, 
He is a Perfect Man, who by long and diligent -. ' 
ſearching the Scriptyres, and hearing the great. 
| . Doctrines 
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Doctrines of the Goſpel Expounded and Explain- 
ed, who by cloſe and ſerious Meditation, and 
fervent Prayer to God, hath got his Mind filed 
with Divine Light, and Knowledge, and under- 
ſtands the great Myſteries of Godlineſs, and has 
Experience of the force and efficacy of Divine 
Truth upon his Heart and Conſcience, and fo is 
inſtructed for the performance of all the Duties of 
the Chriſtian Life, in all the various Circum- 
ſtances and Periods of it: Such a Man is a perfect 
Man, in reſpect of Knowledge. 


(2.) With Reſpect to Practice, He is a perfect 
Man, who not only knows the Mind and Will of 
God, as diſcover'd in the Goſpel, but fincerely 
endeavours to conform himſelf unto it, thro the 
whole Courſe of his Life. To clear this, conſi- 


der that there is a perfect Rule of Life, and 2 


perfect Pattern of it. And he that endeavours to 
walk according to this Rule, and to Conform as 
near as he can to this Pattern : The ſame is a 
perfect Man, in the Pſalmiſts Sence, and Peace 
thall be upon him. 7 


(I.) There is a perfect Rule of Life, Palm 
19. 7. The Law J the Lord is perfect, convert- 
ing the Soul, the Teſtimonies of the Lord are ſure, 
tnaking wiſe the Simple, the Statutes of the Lord 
are right, rejoicing the Heart; the Commandment: 
of the Lord is pure, inlightning the Eyes, &c. 
And ſo the Scriptures are profitable for Doctrine, 
for Reproof, for Correction, for Iftruction in 
Righteouſneſs, that the Man of. Cod maybe Per, 


fel. 
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fe, thoroughly furniſhed unto all good Works. 
To theſe therefore we do well to take heed, as 
to a Light hung out from Heaven, ſhming unto 
this dark World to guide our Feet into the Ways 
of Peace. 


(2.) There 1s a perfe& Pattern of Human Life, 
this Pattern is God himſelf, as manifeſted to us 
mn his Word, or as exhibited to our View in je- 
ſus Chriſt, who is the Image of the Father. And 


therefore our Saviour Commands his Diſciples to 


endeavour after -an exa& Conformity to God, to 


be Holy as God is Holy, and Perfect as their 


Heavenly Father is Perfect, Matth. 5. 48. 

And what this Perfection is ( that fo it may be 
a Pattern for us to conform too) Jeſus Chriſt 
hath ſhewn us, in his owni Life, and Comverſa- 


tion: By it he ſhews us, what a Perfect, what an 


Excellent, what an Amiable Creature Man would 


be, did he more exactly Conform to him, and 


follow his ſteps: For this Cauſe (among others) 


He appeared in the likeneſs of /infr! Fleſh, that 


he might ſhew finful Man, how to carry it, when 
he is tempted, when he is Poor and Needy, 
when he is expoſed to Reproaches, Sorrows , 


Pains, and Death it felf ; and with what Reſig- 
nation to the Will of God, he ought to behave 


himſelf under all the Circumſtances of Life. 

And this is the meaning of our Saviour, Luke 
6. 40. The Diſciple is not above his Maſter, but 
every one that 1s Perfect, ſball be as his Maſter ; 
i. e. The Diſciple that underſtands thoſe Rutes 
before laid down ( verfe 21. of that Chapter) 
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and ſees the excellent Example of his Maſter, in 
Conformity to thoſe Rules, ſuch an one will en- 
deavour to follow his Maſter's ſteps, and to do and 
ſuffer upon all Occaſions as his Maſter ; and fo 
will be a Perfect Man, according to the Rule of 
Evangelical Perfection. | 


(2.) What fort of Man is the Upright Man 
here ſpoken of. The Word is uſually render d 
Integrity (for in the Original) both theſe Words 
are in the Abſtract, Mark Perfection, and behold 
Integrity, tho our Tranſlation renders them in 
the Concrete, agreeably enough to the Mind of 
the Pſalmiſt. Now Integrity denotes a Perſon 
wholly engaged in that which he pretends too, 
Pſalm 119, 34. Give me Underſtanding, and I will 
keep thy Law; yea, I will obſerve it with 
Heart; ſo ver. 69. Iwill keep thy Precepts with 
my whole Heart. And a Man that does this, 
is an upright Man, his Heart is intirely ſet up- 
on the Service of God, He exercijes Himſelf, diſ- 
ciplines Himſelf, in keeping a Conſcience void of 
offence toward God and Men, And ſo he is able 
to Appeal to God that ſearcheth the Heart, that 
in Simplicity and Godly Sincerity, from an in- 
ward Principle of Faith and Love, He hath had 
his Converſation in the World. 


Now theſe Two meeting together, make up 


the Character of a good Man and a good Chriſti- 
an. He that deſires and endeavaurs after the 
largeſt Meaſures of Divine Knowledge, and does 
what in him lies to conform to the Word of God, 
that Prays and Strives to be more and more like 


God, 


my whole 
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God, and to be more and more conformed to his 
Saviour. If his whole Heart be ſet upon this, and 


ingaged in it, this is the Man whom the Pſalmif 
ſets forth in the Text, to be conſidered and obſer- 
ved by us. if Oe Obie £6, 


(2.) What is it for Us, to confider, to Mark, 
to Behold ſuch a Man. And we have a Text that 
will plainly diſcover this; Heb. 13. 7. Remember 


them which have the Rule over you, whoſe Faith 
follow, conſidering the End of their Converſation.” 
We are to remember them, to imitate them (ſo 
it is in the Greek) and to confider the End of 
their Converſation : Their Memory ought to be 


{ſweet and grateful to us, their Work of Faith 
and Labour of Love ought to be imtated by us, 
as our Pattern we ſhould be Followers of them as 


they are of Chriſt. And we ſhould conſider them, 
the Word is evatewpsrres, Reveiwing, Reconſider- 
ing them, often thinking upon them; how they 


carried themſelves in their Lives, and alſo what 
was the End, the Cloſe, and Winding up of their 
Life. How they appeared upon the Stage of this 
World, what Part they ated, and how they went 
off, g. d. Conſider again and again, how cou- 
ragiouſſy they conflicted with Temptations, 
with what Patience they bore Afflict ions, 
how they perſever d in the Work of God to the 
laſt; conſider, how Devout they were towards 
God, how Juſt, . how Upright, how Candid, 


how Meek; how Kind, how Charitable, towards 
Men :. View ſuch Men in all the Circumſtances - 
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of Life, how they behaved in Proſperity and Ad- 
verſity, how towards their Relations, their Friends, 
their Neighbours, their Enemes, how towards the 
People of God, and how towards thoſe what were 
without the Church. And then conſider, the 
Cloſe, the Winding up of their Lives; how they 
left this World: Which leads me to the later 
Part of the Text. 


(2.) In the later Clauſe of the Text, you have 
the Reſult of thoſe Obſervations, which you have 
made upon good Men, according to the Directi- 
on laid down in the former Part of it. You will 
find, from Experimental Evidence, and Proof to 
your very Sences, that the End of ſuch Men is 
Peace, Then you will ſee with what Comfort, 
and Hope, and Satisfaction, they paſs from one 
World to the other. How prepared they are to 

ive up their Account to God, and when thoſe 
Pemidable Things are preſented to their View, 
which the King of Terrours amazes and confounds 
vulgar Minds withal, you will ſee with what 
Calmnefs and Serenity they behold them; they 
repoſe themſelves upon their Beds of Duſt, as 
others do upon their Beds of Down, and receive 
the Sleep of Death with as much Compoſure, as 


others do their natural Sleep. The End of ſuch 
Men is Peace. 


(1.) Such Die in Peace with the World. Whilſt 
they were alive, they injured no Man, they hated 
no Man, they defrauded and oppreſſed no Man, 


they 
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they ſpake Evil of no Man. Such Men as are before 
deſcribed, are the meekeſt, juſteſt, humbleſt, moſt 
Kind, Candid, Beneficent, charitable Creatures in 
the World, with the Wiſdom of the Serpent, 
they have the Innocence of the Dove. Who would 
Harm ſuch Men? Who would Envy them? Or 
regret, that the Bleſſings of God were pour d plen- 
tifully upon them? Their Houſes are as fo many 
publick Granaries, from whence the Souls of the 
Hungry are refreſh'd with Bread, their Coffers 
are as a common Bank or Fund, to be conſtantly 
yielding Supplies to the miſerable and afflicted ; 
and no wonder, that ſuch Die in Peace with the 
World, while thoſe that knew them, could not 
but Love and Honour them, and thoſe who re- 
ceived Benefits from them, cannot but lament their 
being taken away. 


(2.) They die in Peace, with reſpe& to their 
own Conſciences. For it was their Buſineſs, and 
herein they exerciſed themſelves, to keep a Conſci- 
ence void of offence towards God and Men. And 
therefore when at the cloſe of their Days ſuch 
Men caſt up the whole Account of their Lives ; 
they are able in the Agonies of Death to appeal 
to God as Hezekiah did, 2 Aings 20. 3, I *r 
thee O Lord! Remember now how I have walked 
before thee in Truth, and with a perfect Heart, and 
have done good in thy ſight. The Conſcience is 
God's Judge within a Man, and if our Hearts con- 
demn us not, then have we Confidence before God. 
"Tis thro" this Faculty 8 thro a Conduit Pipe, 

2 that 
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that God pours the Rivers of his Wrath into guil- 
ty Souls both here, and in Hell ; which makes 
4 to become a Worm, a Viper, in our 
own Boſoms that never Dies. And this Faculty is 
alſo, that Window into the Soul, thro' which 
God cauſes his Face to ſhine upon good Men here, 
and upon the Spirits of juſt Men made Perfect; by 
which all their other Faculties are filled with Joy 
unſpeakable, and full of Glory. And therefore, 
when the Souls of good Men begin to looſen from 
the Body, and the Thread of Life is untwiſting; 
they Act more independently on the Body: Then 
it is that a good Man feels this Peace of Conſci- 
ence growing upon him. And he Experiences, 
that the Work of Righteouſneſs is Peace, and the 
Effect of Righteouſneſs is Quietneſs and Aſſurance 


for ever. 


(3.) Such a Man Dies in Peace with God thro' 
Jeſus Chriſt our Lord. Chriſt by his Blood made 
Peace for him, and he Saha laid hold of that 
Blood long ago. The ity that was in him 
againſt God, was ſlain long fince. And now he 
feels the Sealings of the Spirit of Conſolation, the 
Spirit of God bearing Witneſs with his own Spi- 
Tit that he is a Child of God, and an Heir of Glo- 
ry. And that Peace which ſuch a Man Ends this 
Life withal, he begins the next, and his Hol 
Soul, is wafted over with it, as with a {moot 
and pleaſant Gale, into Everlaſting Joy. 


It 
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If any ſhould ask, Whether this Obſervation 
that the 'Fext preſents us with, does always hold 


true, and never fails? And whether the End of 


fuch a Man is always Peace? 


I Anſwer: It is moſt commonly true, and very 
ſeldom fails. And when it does, tis either for 
want of a clear Knowledge of the Mind and Will 
of God, or of the Nature of the: Covenant of 


Grace, or elſe it may ariſe from the over- flowing 


of the black melancholy Humours upon. the Heart, 
and the animal Spirits, by which the Soul muſt 
Act whilſt it is in the Body, or elſe proceeds from 
the Dejection, or Diſſipation of theſe Spirits, thro” 
the Violence of the Diſeaſe, by which a good Man 
is carried off; but if nothing of this kind inter- 


venes (and God in Mercy many Times prevents. 


is, where there was a tendency thereunto ) the 


Text holds | The End of ſuch a Man is 


Peace, *tis uſually ſo, and it very ſeldom fails, 


But however, it may be in ſome particular In- 
ſtances, yet we have an Example to confirm the 
Truth of the Text, in that good Man, whoſe 
Obſequies we now ſolemnize. Let us conſider the 
Life and Death of this Man, as this Text of 
Scripture directs us, and then you may ſay, This 
Day, is this Scripture fulfilled in your Ears. 


(1.) Conſider his Life, Mark it, and Behold 


it, and. call it back to your Remembrance, and 5 
will 
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will find him a Man Perfe# and Upright. Not a 
Perfe# Man, fo as to have been free from all 
Sin, tho he led a Life free from all Blame: Tis 
impoſſible for any Man to live fo, as to be free 
from all Faults But that Man is a Great, an 
Excellent Man, that lives ſo as to be free from 
all Blots. 


Take this Perfection with Reference to Know- 
ledge. And here you have one that heard, and 
read, and meditated, and prayed, that ſo he might 
be filled with the Knowledge of God's Mind and 
Will, in all Wiſdom and Spiritual Underſtanding, 
and he gave himſelf to this, with great Aſſiduity 
and Application. 


He endeavour'd to acquaint himſelf with the 
great Truths of the Goſpel, not to Talk them, 
but to Live them. And for this End, he ſuppli- 
ed himſelf with thoſe Helps, that were ſuited to 
the End he had propoſed, by which means he be- 
came Wiſe unto Salvation, and furniſhed for every 
good Work, which God had called him unto. -- 


(2.) With Reſpect to Practice, How much the 
Perfect Law of God was his Rule, and the Ex- 
ample of our Saviour was his Pattern, may beſt 
5 gueſs d at by thoſe who knew how he ſpent his 

ime. 


| Whilſt he was ingaged in Worldly Buſmeſs, he 
follow'd it with great Diligence and Induſtry, my 
the 
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the Bleſſing of God upon his Diligence made him 
Rich, ſo as to add no Sorrow with it. * 


As God increaſed his Subſtance, ſo he inlarged 
his Heart, his diffuſive Charity was more felt then 
ſeen. By which he became a Father to the Poor, 
Eyes to the Blind, Feet to the Lame, and ſuch 
compaſſionable Caſes, as he knew not, he ſearched 
out. And it has been often obſerved, that the 


recital of any deplorable Caſe unto him, would 
draw Tears from his Eyes, as well as a Liberal 


Alms from his Hand, fo tender a Sympathy had he 


for the Diſtreſſed and Afflicted. And how many 
Perſons and Families are become Orphans by his 
Death, may beſt be gather'd from their Complaints 


and Lamentations. | 


As to his Temper, he was of a meek, quiet, 


and humble Spirit; not given to Vain-Glory or 


Oſtentation, not wafting what God had Bleſſed 


him withall in Famty or Luxury, that he might 


have the more to give, to them that needed; of 


ſo Even and Compos'd a Temper, and ſo grave a 


Deportment ( without ſowerneſs or moroſenefs ) 
that he ſcemed to be always the ſame. So that tis 
difficult to determine, whether he was a Man 


without Paſſion, or whether the Grace of God in 


hun, had made an intire Conqueſt over it. 


By that Awe of God, that was ſtill upon him, 


and that Love which he had to his Statutes (the 
true and genuine Fruits of the Spirit) he _— 
| e 
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the groſſer Pollutions, that are in the World thro? 
Luft, ſo that if the Apoſtles Deſcription of true 
Religion be 7ſt (James 1. 27. Pure Religion and 
Undefiled, before God, and the Father, is, to viſit 
the Fatherleſs and the Widows in their Affliction, 
and to keep a Mans ſelf unſpotted from the World ) 
then this was a truly religious Man. 


How he carried himſelf in his Family, and to- 
ward his Relations, What a Tender Husband? 
What an Indulgent Father? What a Kind Ma- 
ſter he was? This I ſhall paſs over, leaſt I open 
a new Flood-gate, upon thoſe who are already 
over-whelmed. DENG 


He left off his Buſineſs, not only becauſe he 
knew when he had enough, but that he might have 
more Time, to look. after the Concerns of another 
World; which Time he ſpent either in Reading, 
Praying, or Meditating at Home, or in attending 
the Publick Ordinances, abroad, or in charitable 
adviſing, and directing the Affairs of his Relati- 
ons: By this means he grew up in the Courts of 
the Lord, and brought forth Fruit in Old-Age, 
and was really, to the Laſt, a flouriſhing Chriſti- 
an: So ſincerely and unaffectedly devout and ſeri- 
ous, ſo void of Formality and Hypocriſie, that what 
our Saviour ſaid of Nathanael may juſtly be appli- 
ed to him, Behold an Iſraelite indeed, in whom 
there is no guide, His Love and Charity towards 
all good Men (of what Denomination ſoever) 
appeared thro his whole Carriage and Conduct 

SID whick 
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which ſufficiently juſtifie him from Bigottry or 
Singularity. 


How Patient he was under the afflicting Hand 
of God, eſpecially when toward the latter End of 
his Days, God was pleaſed to viſit him with very 


acute Pains, is evident to all that uſed to be about 


him, far from murmuring under the Hand of 


God, and bearing all with a quiet Submiſſion and 


a reſigned Will. 


And this Account of the Life of this good 
Man ( tho? a great deal more might be faid to 
heighten his Character) I take to be Juſt and Mo- 
deft ; ſuch, as all that knew him, will think In- 


partial. 


(2.) Conſider his End, he was ſeiz d the Thurſ- 
day before he Died, with all the Symptoms of a 
Feaver, which the Phyſician that attended him, 
ſoon perceived would be very Dangerous, if not 
Mortal. This Stroke was received by him, with 
his uſual Steadineſs and Tranquility, he was not 


terrify'd or diſcompoſed, by the Sence of the 


Danger he was in, or of the Approach of Death. 
When I went to viſit him, I found him in a ſort 
of Slumber, with a great Oppreſſion upon his 
Lungs, which cauſed him to Breath ſhort and 


thick. So that I thought it not proper to talk 


much to him, fearing, leſt it might diſcompoſe 
him, and I found, that it was with great Difficulry 
that he ſpake to me. Te of what I faid to 

him 
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him was, that tho God could reffore him again, 
yet his Caſe was Dangerous, and that I hoped, 
He now felt the Comfort of having ſo long 
devoted himſelf to God and his Service; to which 
he Replied, That God had dealt graciouſly with 
him, all his Days, and he hoped that he would not 
leave him now. Then I asK'd him concerning his 
Preparation for Death, and here, he raiſed his 
Voice a little; and faid, Ab! Mr. Taylor, Bleſſed 
be God, that Work is not now to do. I hope I 
have been prepared for it a long Tune : It were 
ſad indeed, if that Work had been delaied to ſo un- 
fit 4 Seaſon. 


I found he ſpake with great Difficulty; where- 
fore I ſpent ſome Time in Prayer for him, after 
which he took me by the Hand and thanked me, 
at which Time I asked him, how it was with 
him now, and (as well as he could ſpeak ) he 
ſaid, Ready for the Wall of God. Thus he conti- 
nued, in the fame Calmneſs and Tranquility, and 
in a kind of Slumber ; till about an Hour before 
he Died, his Lips were obſerved to move, as if 
he had been Praying ; and this ceaſing, he ſoon 


* 


Expired. Such was the Peaceful End of this 
good Man. 


And now let us fee, what Improvement may 
be made of this Scripture, as it is confirmed and 
inforced by this Example. 


APPLI- 
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APPLICATION. 


(I.) This proves to us the abundant goodneſs 
of God, in that he thxs Rewards the fincere and 

ithful Services of his Poor Creatures. He gives 
them the Bleſſings both of Life and Godlmeſs, of 
the upper and the Nether Springs. Sometimes he 
gives them an Hundred-fold in this Life, xſnally 
He grants them a Serene and Peaceful End; but 
certainly and infallibly, he beſtowes upon them 
Life Everlaſting. Of which that Peace, menti- 
on'd in the Text, is commonly the Preſage and 
Earneſt. | 


(2.) This ſhews, what a ſtrong Obligation 
lies upon us all to remember and confider, that 
we may zmtate all fuch Perfect and Upright 
Men. Every fuch Inſtance is a Proof to our Sen- 
ces of the goodneſs and faithfulneſs of God, and 
ſo laies a new Obligation upon us. Why are we 
admoniſhed to Mark the Perfe# Man, and to be- 
hold the Upright? Why muſt we remember them, 
and conſider them ſo attentively? If it be not, 
that we ſhould follow and imitate them? The 
Wiſe Man ſends the Sluggard to the Ant, Go to 
the Ant thou Sluggard, conſider her Ways and be 
wiſe. Be wiſe! 1. e. follow her Example. And 
God, now, ſends 2g, by this Word, and this Pro- 
vidence, to conſider the Ways of this good Man, 
and to learn Wiſdom from them. And this we 
are all admoniſhed to do. 


D 2 But 
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But eſpecially ſhould you do it, that are near- 
ly related to Him, and who have had opportu- 
nities of knowing him intimately. You that are 
left behind conſider, remember, imitate Him, 
that hath fo = gone before you, and led you 
in the way to Heaven; remember all the Coun- 
ſels and Admonitions that he hath given you, 
and follow him, as he followed Chriſt, lay his 
Life and Converſation before you as a Plan, to 
dire& your own by, as a Copy that you will en- 
deavour to write after, that ſo you may be harm- 
leſs, and without Rebuke, in the midſt of a Crook- 
ed and perverſe Generation. 


I have too much Efteem and Honour for you all 
to treat you Rudely, eſpecially upon ſuch an Oc- 
caſion; but yet, give me leave to deal faithfully 
with you. When I tell you, that you will incur 
a double Guilt and Blame before God and Men; if, 
whilſt you have had ſo good an Education, ſo 
many Excellent Counſels and Admonitions, fo 
many fervent Prayers ſent up to Heaven for you. 
And to Sum up all, ſo Excellent an Example, 
1 fay, you will be doubly Guilty, if after all this, 
any of you ſhould miſcarry. 


(3.) What Incouragement have we all of us, 
to walk before God with an Upright and Per- 
fect Heart all our Days! Then will our End be 
Peace. The uncertainty of Life, and the ſud- 
den and ſurprizing Approach of Death, will 

; not 
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not keep us all our Life Time ſubject to Bon- 
Cage. | 


The Death of this good Man, was ſuddain 
and ſurprizing. He was in Health one Week, 
and laid afide for the Grave before the next, 
and yet this was no ſurprize to Him, becauſe he 
had been * for it long before, He had 
been reach, had it come ſooner, or had it de- 
laied longer; a Man that always lives to God, 
is always fit to Die. Oh! How great an Hap- 
pineſs is this! To go out of the World in an 
Hurry, in a Tumult of different Paſſions wit h- 
in, to have the Soul Torn and Rent as it were 
by Violence, out of our Boſoms before we are 
willing or prepared for Death, how ſad is this! 
But to be ready for God's Call, waiting quiet- 
ly for God's Summons, and to depart ſedately 
and calmly with the Peace of God in our 
Hearts. that paſſeth all Underſtanding : Oh! 
What an unvaluable Priviledge 1s this! Live, 
therefore the Life of the Righteous and you 
have good Grounds to Hope, that your latter 
End ſhall be like His. 


(4.) This affords Matter of Comfort and Sa- 
tisfaction, to all the Friends and Relations that 
this good Man hath left behind him: I believe 
there are none of you but are perſwaded, that 
He is tranſlated from a World of Sin and Sor- 
row, to a State of Happineſs and Glory. And 


therefore you can have no anxious Thoughts or 
| 1 Fear? 
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Fears concerning Him. Indeed 'tis a great loſs 
to you, to have ſo good a Friend taken away 
from you, who was ſo ſerious, fo kind, ſo faith- 
ful to you, ſo helpful by his Countels, Prayers, 
and Example; but yet do not Sorrow as Per- 
ſons without Hope, God ſtill hves, tho' your 
Friend be dead and gone. Dont carry it as if 
you envy'd Him his Crown of Glory, or as if 
Thought that God cannot heal up the 
h which He hath made among you. 


Let GOD, now, be your Hasband, your Fz- 
ther, your Friend, your Portion, and the Lot of 
your Inheritance, and you will find Him faith- 
ful to you, and tender of you in all States and 
Conditions of Life. He will be a Sun and 4 
Shield, he will give Grace and Glory, and no 
good Thing will he withhold from you, whilſt 
you walk uprightly. God only is an All-ſaffici- 
ent Good, the fame Teſterday, to Day, and for 
ever; whoſe Tears fail not, without variable- 
neſs and ſhadow of Turning, He is fitteſt to 
be truſted" in, and depended upon, and therefore 
walk before him and be Perfect, ſtill commit- 
ting . your Ways to him, and he will eſtabliſh 
your Hearts. . 


To Conclude, . Mark the Perfect Man, and 
behold the Upright; and as you will find by 
diligent Obſervation, that the End of that Man 
is Peace, ſo be perſwaded for that Reaſon to 
follow 
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follow the Counſel of the Apoſtle, in 1 Cor. 
15. ult. Therefore, my beloved Brethren, be 7 


faſt, unmoveable, always 1 the Mork 
of the Lord; foraſmuch as 'you know ( you ſee 


it by your own Experience ) that your Labour 
in the Lord ſhall not be in vain. 


FIN I * 


